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ANNUAT; REPORT 


orf the 


Medical Officer of Health for the Rural District 
of Thedwastre in the County of West Suffolk for the year 
ending 3lst December, 190. 


us 


(aaa ace Public Hcalth Cffices, 
8, Whiting Street, 
Bury St. Edmunds. 


To:- October 199. 


The Chairman and Members of the 
Rural District Council of Thedwastre. 


Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, 


Herewith I beg to submit for your favourable consideration 
my Annual Report as Medical Officer of Health, being that for the 
year ended S5lst December, 1940. 


5th July, 1948, was the date on which the changes under the 
National Heaith Service Act, 1946, took effect - this Council, together 
with all other District aid Borough Councils in West Suffolk by sceking 
delegation of powers from the County Council, indicated its desire to 
participate in the moulding of the health services enumerated in Part III 
of the Act. This delegation was not granted but many alterations to the 
County Council's schemes for cach section suggested by the Districts 
were incorporated. 


I wish to acknowlcdge with sincere thanks the help and 
consideration given to me by my colleagues and all members of the Council, 


LT am, Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Your obedient servant, 
ROBERT H. CLAYTON. 
MoBse5 B.Se, BoT¥s, DPHe 
Public Hvalth Officers of the Authority. 
(a) MeGical - One part-time Medical Officer of Health 


Robert H. Clayton, M.Be, B.S. BeHY¥e,y 
D.PeHe (Durham), Cert.Mental Deficiency 
and Allied Subjects (London), appointed 
lst July, 1938. 


This Officer does not cngage in private practice but holds in 
addition the following appointments:= 


Medical Officer of Health,Newmarkct U.D.C- 
Mildenhall P.D.C.)Appointed lst July,1936. 
Thingos R.D Ge 
Cosford R.D.C. Appointed February 1937. 


(bd) Others = One Sanitary Inspector, 
Oswald J. Wyatt, M.S.IeA., AR. Sanel-, 


Meat Cert.R.S.1e, appointed June 2nd, 1930, 
also Building Survcyor and Housing Manager. 
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Le GENERAL STATISTICS. Area °° ee ce ee 3,126 ACrPCSH. 
Registrar General's estimate of the resident 19118. 1947) « 
population > ee ee ee ee 8,5 2c: 8,199) 
Number of inhabited houses at end of year 
according to Rate Book oe os oe a7 5G (2,608) 
Rateable Value .. his ae oe ae ee LeU) (£27,416) 
Sum represented by a Penny Rate ee Pig £113 (€114) 
2. EXTRACTS FROM VITAL ST/,TISTICS FOR THE YEAR. 
Live Births. Total. | Mal.e « | Female. 
mite: 1948, (1947) | 1948. C1947) | 19uS. C1947 
Legitimate 150 CLSL / 7 (65 
Tilegitimate i (19) r arate Ly (8 
Stillbirths. | | 
i 
Legitimate 2 Ue 2 (Aiea AL (1 
Tilegitimate Nal (Nil) || Nil (Nil) | Nil (wil 
Deaths. oeLee (125) c. 52 (65) > 50 (60) 


1936 to une ¢ cae 
Decade 
Averages, 1948, (1947 
Birth Rate.(Live 
births Der ).LOO0 
civilian : 
population) 15.6 Lie Geer a ae 4 


Rate of Illegitimate 
births per 1000 
légitimate births. 76 25 eed) 5.) 


Stillbirth Ratc per 


1000 total (live & 


Still)births. Ome ToS) UPB LOY 
Death Rate per 1000 
resident population. ae Le Omer CLS ) 


Death Rate of Infants 


under yEare 
All infants per 1000 


live births. a Lire a Glbed, 
Legitimate Infents per 

1000 legitimate births. 41.2 POs weCo ld) 
Illegitimate Infants per 

1000 illegitimate births. 76.1 NiP* (157.9) 


The total number of Live Births to Thedwastre 


England & Wales. 


1948 (1947) 


AST ire 


10.8 


Residents during 


1946 was 161, of which 92 were born in ‘hcdwastre and 69 elsewhere. 
The number of Stillbirths in 1948 was 2 and in 1947 the 


corresponding figure was 4. 


Illegitimate Births declined from 26 in 1945, to 235 in 1946, to 


19 in 1947 and to 11 in 1948. 


Three deaths of infants under 1 year occurred (3 females 
legitimate), no deaths from Maternal Causcs (Headings 29 and 30), 9 deaths 
from Cancer and no deaths from Measles, Whooping Cough or Diarrhoea 


(under 2 years) were rccorded. 


On Page 5 is a table giving the causes and number of deaths in 
1948 occurring at the various age groups. The totals correspond with the 


Registmr-General's figures. 


The deaths are classified under the headgings given in the New 
Abridged List of Causes, as used in England & Wales & Northern Ireland, 
as set out on Page XXXIX of the Manual of the International List of 


Causes of Deaths — 1938. 
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The Thedwastre Rural District, comprising twenty parishes, is situated 
on the Bast of West ouffolk, and being almost completely agricultural, 
relies for its markets on the nearby towns of Bury St.Edmunds & Stowmarket. 

fmong the 2,738 inhabited houses are included 205 farm houses, and work 
on these farms is founded for the Major portion of the workers included in 
the population of 8,524. 

There is at Elmswell a modern Bacon Factory at which, (as recorded in 
Section "E","Mcat and Other Foods"), 40,00 pigs were slaughtered and 
cured during 1948. The District also contains six flour mills, two 
agricultural engineering works, a brick works, a printing works, a saw 
mill, and a pottery. This latter pottery, situated in the parish of 
Wattisficld, in the northern portion of the District, serves to remind not 
only of the geology of the District but also of one of its past industries 
and its present endeavours. 

Felsham, in the South of the District, is about 300 fect 0.D., being 
situated in the middle of a ground slopes which extends from Depden, Elms 
Farm, (in the South-West corner of the Thingoe Rural District, where the 
ground is 420 feet 0.D.) to the South cf Stowmarket, (where the ground is 
about 200 feet 0.D.). A subsidiary ridge runs North through Rattlesden, 
Woolpit and Elmswell to Rickingnall, dropping to about 100 fest O.D. in 
the Little Ouse Valley. In the West of the County the surface is chalk, 
but in the Thedwastre areca the chalk is covered by boulder clay. 

Archacological finds indicate that the local clay pits have formed the 
basis of a pottery industry at Wattisfield since very sarly times. The 
oldest potsherds found beitong to the iron age and date probably from abcut 
600 B.C. In the first century A.D. Wattisficld became an important pottery 
centre and there is ample evidence of a flourishing Romano-British pottery 
industry with pottery being made in considerable quantities in Wattisfield, 
Rickinghall, Botesdais and Hinderclay, making this centre one of the 
largest Roman potteries in Eest Anglia. With the industrialization of the 
Staffordshire potteries, and the development of rail transport in the 
first half of the nineteenth century, Wattisfield found itself unable to 
compete with the new white domestic ware, but Watson's Pottery at 
Wattisficld preserved the industry by producing large glazec bread and 
water pots, plant pots, pipes, tiles and the like. To-day this Pottery, 
appreciating the demand for traditional English wares, is cnjoying a 
renaissance and the production of many typical English, handmade pottery 
items is both providing an export trade and employment for a number of our 
inhabitants. 


From a Public Health point cf view the year 1948 will always be 
memorable in that on the lst Juiy there came into being the National 
Health Service Act which, cf course, is a potent instrument to affect the 
social conditions of the community. it must be acknowledged that the Act, 
which has for.its purpose the provision to all inhabitants of a Medical 
Practitioner and Specialist Service, Dental Service and Hospital 
accommodation, has at its core the highest purpose and an aim which 
obtained the support not only of all political parties but also of the 
whole of the medical profession. 

There have, of course, been many teething troubles as could be expscted 
by the precipitated manner in which the Act camc into being,but the life 
of man is very short and that of a governiicnt usuclly considerably less, 
so that, possibly, there was justification for starting the Scheme without 
having worked out all the details and for relying upon the good-will and 
personal endurance of those concerned to build up a service to bring to 
fruition the high aim underlying the Act. 

"Teething" difficulties now indicated are so done in the hope that 
hereafter they will constitute mere reminders of what has been overcoine. 

The balance of supply and demand has been upset in medical, dental and 
ophthalmic services and it is somewhat galling to realise that the past 
efforts of those in the preventative serviccs have sorved to increase this 
upset as may be illustrated by the dental position. 

Before the Act, excluding school children and members of H.M. Forces, 
something like four-fifths of the community would only attend the dentist 
under the provocation of intense pain or disfigurement. They would put up 
with a moderate degree of toothache or localised abscesses until, at an 
average age of 30-35 (all too often in the late 'tvens even), when the 
number of serviceable teeth in the mouth was reduced beyond reason, or 
the patient's doctor insisted, they sought an estimate for a clearance 
and full dentures. In a well organised practice the entire treatment 
would be completed in eight to ten short visits. This set-up suited the 
patient in every way. They "purchased" for an agrced sum their entire 
treatment for many yecrs and the number of hated anc feared visits to the 
dental surgery was reduccd to the absolute minimum. 
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Comprehensive treatment, on the other hand, was viewed as involving an 
indefinite number of visits for an indefinite number of years csntailing 
incalculable expense and lengthy, owcsome precedurcs. 

The Community was being gradually educated out of this attitude and a 
more satisfactory state of affairs was evolving steadily and happily when 
profession and public alike were hit by the revolution of the Health 
ncGrvice Act. For years every practice-building dentist regarded any 
casuals extraction patient as a potential 'regular' and preached the 
gospel of conservative dentistry during the visit. School Clinics had 
done much to earn confidence and respect for conservative work, while the 
cnormous volume of this work carried out during the war for Service 
Personnel made innumerable converts. 

The conservation of a mouth comparatively new to dental attention 
involves six to ten visits cach of at least treble the curation required 
for extraction or denture visits, followed by an hour or so of maintenance 
treatment every six months. The removal of all cconomic restraint and the 
blazoning of "Free Comprehensive Treatment" added the final educational 
Pillip to the already half-converted and inspired a flood of patients out 
of the 'four-fifths' to scck regular attention. 

Add to these converts those who had suffered ill-fitting old dentures 
for several years who woulc not have sovght new ones over the course of 
several future years but for the Act. Add again the old dears who have 
been contentedly edentulous for twenty or thirty years and who now “moight 
as well troy a set for Sundays", Add also the comparatively well-to-do 
who professedly seck simply a tangible return for the&r enforced weekly 
contributions and it will be sesn how the demands on a dentist's time can 
increase, and has increased, twentyfold almost overnight. 

The dentist in the ‘desirable residential area’, in spite of having 
already a high proportion of well maintained mouths,is forced as the tide 
rises into successive improvisations; giving priority to former regular 
patients, to children and cxpectant mothers and to the relief of pain, 
Wowementering the rest on a waiting list. to which there is no end....The 
competent receptionist has, pernaps, the least enviable job cf all acting 
as a buffer between the harassed, frustrated and grossly overworked 
dentist on the one hand and the pleading, dominecring or irate patient on 
the other. in the ‘industrial area’ the position has almost simplified 
itself by the frank impossibility of coping with the situation. 
Practitioners have had to close their doors after local arrangements with 
their colleagues to provide for the treatment of emergencies and a 
cigarettce-—queue* class of patients has arisen who lay claim to visiting 
upwards of twenty surgeries before getting attention. 

The dentist's sense of frusvration tn his inability to stem the tide 
is crowned by the desk work the scheme entailse A day of nine crowded 
hours at the chairside involves at least tvo hours of form checking and 
Signing and letter drafting and writing either late into the evening or 
during what is left of the weeck-ends," 

The lot then of a dental surgeon appears to him not to be ah enviable 
one - but he is cnvied and has the added irritation of being regarded as 
one who,although not possessed of a cabinet minister's salary,has an 
‘income which fits him to be regarded as “less than vermin." Even 
fcllow professional men are not free from such envy. Dental Surgeons 
employed in the School Health and Infant and Matcrnity Services are 
forsaking their posts to enter private practice - medical practitioners, 
remembering that thcir own obligation to their patients is for twenty-four 
hours a day make comparison with their cwn remuneration and that of 
dental surgeons anc opticians - the influx of medical men into Public 
Health posts has become problematical. 

It is essential, that the high aims of this Act should remain 
constantly in mind, that the public should use the services provided with 
consideration and that goodwill should be present, and appear to be 
present, among all who in any way are shaping this tremendous change in 
our social structure. 
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[7 CAUSES OF DEATas, .—s_ | Deaths at the sub-joined ages of "RESIDENTS" 
a wh nether occurring in or beyond the District. 
Lc) Ta) Ta) 
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M = Male = a ta 3 
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25. Nephritis. ~ a meee 
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GENERAL PROVISION OF HijaLTH SERVICUS IN THD ARDA. 


(a) LABORATORY FACILITIES. As from 31st March, 1947, the 
Emergency Public Hcalth ba DaaeacS Service have continucd these 
services, without a block payment. Usc has becr made of both the 
Cainbridge Laboratory, under ‘the UCSC COUGIL UY Olle like: lie (MEY s 


and the Ipswich Laboratory under the Cire vorsiip or Dr. Pe Maotine 


(b) AMBULAIICE FACILITIES, The County Council became responsible 
for these scrviccs on the 5th July, 1948, the Appointed Day, for the 
commencement of the National Health Service Act. In effect this 
appeared to be only a new financial arrangemcnt, for the County 
Council decided to carry owt, their obligations by making use of the 
existing services provided by the Red Cross Socicty. 


(c) TURS ING IN THE HOME. The County Council as the-*Local Health 
Authority under the National Health Service Act proposcd to continue 
the existing arrangements for the provision of a domiciliary nursing 
service. It is not expected that adequate staff will be available for 
a long tintleé, but the provision of a night service will be considered 
when the shortage of nurses becomes less acute. 


(d) CLINICS AND TREATMENT CENTRES. The National Health Service Act 
has changed the responsibility to other authorities for some clinics 
and trcatment centres, none of which are the responsibility of the 
Local District Council. 


(e) HOSPITALS. The hospitals serving the District passed into the 
hands of the Minister of Health on 5th July,, the Appointed Datce 


The hospitals used by Thedwastre residents may be judged on 
the following information with regard to live births ard deaths. 


Of the 161 total live births to Thedwastre Residents, only 
92 occurred at their homes. The remaining 69 births took place 
outside of Thedwastre, of which the great majority occurred either at 
St. Mary's Hospital, Bury St. Edmunds, or at the West Suffolk General 
Hospital, Bury St. Edmunds, 


Of the 102 deaths of Thedwastre Residents in 1948 there were 
69 which occurred at their own homes in the District and 4 which 
occurred at homes of relatives or friends outside the District. The 
remaining 29 deaths occurred at hospitals or nursing homes as under:- 


12 St. Mary's (PiA.C.) Hospital, Bury St. Edmunds. 
11 West Suffolk General Hospital, Bury St. Hdnmnds. 
2 St. Audry's Hospital, Melton. 

1 Jenny Lind Hospital, Norwich. 

1 Walnuttree Hospital, Sudbury. 

1 Hartismere Hospital, Eyc. 

1 Brook House, Nursing Home, Henley Road, Ipswich. 


SECTION C. 
SANITARY. CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE “AREA. 


1. (i) WATER. Progress of Proposed Comprehensive Scheme. Following upon 
the local Public Enquiry into the Water supply position in Thingoe and 
Thedwastre held in November 1947 the Council were informed that the 
scheme submitted at this Enquiry had been accepted by the Ministry of 
Health in principle, and subsequently permission to proceed with the 
first third of the scheme was fiven. During 194.3, therefore, the 
Consulting Engineers prepared detailed proposals and duplicate boreholes 
were sunk at cach of the three sites where trial bores had been sunk in 
1947. The sinking of these three bores was not completed until 1949, but 
on test there was evidence of a very satisfactory supply, both 
quantitively and qualitatively, as shown by the following analyses 
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Appearance. 


Turbidity (Silica Scalc). 
)} Golour. (Hagen) 


Odour. 
meaction pH. 
meree Carbon Dicxide, 


Electric Conductive 
at 20°C. 


“Total Solids,dried at 
moO °C. 

Chlorine in Chlorides. 
Alkalinity as Calcium 
_ Carbonate. 


'Hardness,. 


1 day at 37°C 
maays at 37°C 
5 days at 20.C 


D Oy aig ae oe yes 
LUSNDEO Ok S 


ee 


Borehole. 


Opalescence 
with a slight 
flocculent 
deposit 
consisting of 
chalk particles 
stained with 
iron oxide 
together with 
a few threads 
of Gallioneclla. 


16 
Nil 


ORLY, 
ied. 


Neutral: 


af 


Total 305 
Carbonate 
Temporary 270 
Non-Csrbonate 
(Permanent) 35. 


‘Nitrogen in Nitrates. Lely 
‘Nitrogen in Nitrites Less than 0.01 
Free Ammonia. 0,014 
Oxygen absorbed in lh hrs. 

at 27°C. Oso 
Albuminoid Ammonia. 0.000 
Residual Chlorine. - 
Metals. Iron. O40 

Copper. 0.05 

| Othcr Metals. Absent. 
Bacteriological Results. 
|No. of Colonies developing ) 

en Agar per cc. or ml, in ) 


Not examined. 


Inferencee Rushbrooke Borchole. 


ni SbY 
Borchole. 
Bright with a 
very slight 
deposit of 
Mineral debris 
consisting 
rata van OL 
amorphous 

chalk particles 
stained with 
iron and 
copper.NO iron 
bacteria found. 


Less than 5 
Nil 


Faint: oily. 
(02 


Neutral: 


oe 


250 


Totes 200 
Carbonate 
Temporary 250 
Non-Carbonate 
(Permanent) 50. 


Lod 
toan .O.OL 


02000 


Less 


O10 
0.000 


than 0,03 
0229 


Ab S S n Ne ° 


Less 


Not cxamined. 


ae 7 a + 
Txworth 


Borchole. 

Faint 
opalescence 
with no 

visible deposit 
becoming 
bright with a 
very slight 
dcposit of 
iron oxide 
keeping. No 
iron bacteria 
found. 


6 


Slight yellow 
browne 


Oris 
Neutral: 7.1 
et 


Ofl 


680 


155 
ai) 


280 


Total 360 
Carbonate 
Temporary 230 
Non=-Carbonate 
(Permanent) 60. 


0.0 
Absent. 
0,17 


0.60 
0.0350 


0.48 
0205 
Absent, 


Not cxamined. 


This sample has opalescence and deposit causing turbidity, tho matter 
in suspension include an objectionable trace of iron. It is free from other 
Metals apart from a minute trace of copper. The water is very hard in 
Character but not excessively so, contains no excess of salinity or mineral 
constituents in solution and is of a high standard of organic quality. 

The odour of oil and the trace of copper are probably due to the 
temporary pumping equipment for the test. 

Apart from the lack of clarity and the objection to the trace of iron, 
‘these results are consistent with a pure and wholesome water suitable for 
"public supply purposes from the aspect.of the chemical analysis. 
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inference. Risby Borehola. 


This sample is reasonably clear and bright in appearance since it 
contains only a trace of matter in suspension. The water is neutral in 
reaction and carries an appreciable though not undue quantity of free 
carbon dioxide. It is very hard in character but not to an excessive 
degre3, contains no excess of salinity or mineral constituents in 
solution and is of the highest standard of organic quality. It is free 
from metals apart from a negligible trace of iron and a trace of copper. 
Pio etaliveolly Odour and the trace of copper are. probably due to the use of 
temporary cquipment,. 

From the aspect of the chemical analysis, these results are consistent 
with a pure and wholesome water suitable for public supply purposes. 


inference. Ixworth Borehole. 


this sample has faint opalescence which causes perceptible though not 
marked turbidity which is due to the presence of an objectionable trace of 
wrOons itt is free from other metals apart from a minute trace of copper. 
The water is very hard in character though not excessively so, contains 
mo excess Of salinity or mineral constituents in solution and is very 
Satisfactory organic quality. 

ieee iieeCuOUr Oreo. and wie trace of coOppersare probably due to 
the temporary pumping equipment employed for the test. 

Apart from the objection to the trace of iron and the fact that the 
water tends to be very hard, the results are consistent with a pure and 
wholesome water suitable for public supply purposes from the aspect of the 
chemical analysis. 


(Signed) GORDON MILES. 
For the Counties Public Health Laboratories. 
end Arak 5 198% i 


thovcware as you O20 Council lv~owned public: piped supplies in the District, 
the only piped supply is that of Capt. G. Walmsley of Gedding which 
supplies the Council Houses there and a few private houses. 


The number of new dwellings built or converted during the year has 
Slightly altered the percentages of houses supplied with water in the house, 
water within 200 feet of the house and with water to be obtained at a 
greater distance than 200 feet from the house. These percentages were at 
the end of 1948 respectively, 16%, 55% and 29%. 


Carting of water was required during 1948 to some houses in the parishes 
of Drinkstone, Thurston and Woolpit. 


Sixteen samples of water were submitted for bacteriological examination 
during 1948, and of these only three were reported as being satisfactory, 
three were suspicious and ten were unsatisfactory. Warning notices were 
provided where necessary. 


(ii) DRAINAGE & SEVERAGE. The absence of public piped water supplies 
explains the absence of drainage and sewerage schemes, although many of the 
Villages have been surveyed in order that at a later date the Council may, 
fi economic tenders can be obtained, install such scwerage schemes. 


2. RIVERS AND STREAMS. No new problems arose in this connection and as in 
previous years a man was employed continuously cleaning out ditches and 
} streams in the District. 


3. (i) CLOSET ACCOMMODATION. Apart from individual houscholders who have 
Gnstalled water closets and cesspool drainage, there has been no change. 
The working class houses are almost entirely supplicd with pail closets. 


(ii) PUBLIC CLEANSING. The Council have continued the quarterly 
collection of household refuse by local contractors with open 4/5 ton 
Jilorries. The refuse is deposited on privately owned tips at Elmswell, 
Badwell Ash, Thurston and Wattisfield ana covered with soil. 


E Frequent visits are made by the Rat Catcher to the tips and suitable 
| action taken to prevent the prevalence of vermin. 
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The cost of the collection wags 


Ashfield Magna 
Badwell Ash 
Beyton 

Drinkstone 
filmewell 

Felsham 

Gedding 

Hessett 
Hinderclay 

Norton 

Rattlesden 
Rickinghall 
Stowlangtoft, Langham & Hunston 
Thurston 

Tostock 
Wattisficld 
Woalsham-le-Willows 
Woolpit 


(4 ii) SANITARY INSP 


EG he ~\ 
following tabular stavc omont:c” 
Dwelling Houses, Routine Inspections 
Bacon Pactory ate ee °° 
Butchers Premises ee ee e° 
Food Shops and Bakchouses ee 
Factorics ee oe ° 9 
Shops ee eo 2° oe 
Cowsheds ee eo °° 20 
Dairies oe oe ee oe 
school Inspections .. oe a) 
Interviews e. o° eo oe 
‘Building Surveyor «. ee 2° 
Petroleum Act ee e- e3 
Miscellaneous ee oe °° 
Tents, vans and sheds oe 90 
Visits, Building Licences 2° 


Classified list of Housing Defects 


Wash Coppers 0° ee eo 

w Drains tested and passed o° 
Roofs ee ee o°@e o @ 
Dirty Houses se aie 8° 
Chimneys ee ee oo is 
Wells ee ee eo 
Ceilings and Walls ee oe 
Stairs ee 2. aie ee 
Dampness ee oe ee °° 
Paving ee ee ee eo 
Windows ee ee e's ee 
Fireplaces oe ee ee ee 
Foul Ditches ee ee ee 
Floors ee ee ee ee 
Gutters eo ee °° a0! 
Closets ee ote or ee 
Doors ee ee ee ar 
Others es ee eo ee 


LON OF THE AREA. Mr. Wyatt has 
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Number of Inspections. 
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eo 0 ub 
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and Nuisances 
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@ @ 20 18 
® © © @ 2 
o@ oo A 
Qo °@ eo 39 
Ca) eo of, 
°° °° Gas 
eg 9 oO ws 
eo oo L9 
eo eo Ail & 
oe ee a 
ee eo ara 
oe ee 5 
© @ ee 6 
o@ eo LO 
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Total: Oo} 


; abated during 1948 


98. 


In addition to the above, repairs were carried out to the Council 


Houses and those requisitioned under the Government Evacua 


The number of Preliminary Notices served was 25 
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tion Scheme. 
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Factory Act, 1937. Inspections for purposes of provisions as to health. 


- SS Ee a ey an Ee ee 


Premises. 


Occupicrs | 


Written | 
Prosecutedse | 


Number on|Inspections 
Register. Notices. 


(i) Factories in which 

| Sections 1,2,3,4.& 6 
| are to be enforced by 
| Local Authorities 


Nil 


)} (ii) Factories not included 
| in (i) in which Section 7 
7 is enforced by the Local 

| Authority. 

| (iii) Other Premises in which 

| section 7” is enforced by 
| the Local Authority 

| x (cxcluding out-workers 

| premises). 


| 7 ae ean a Eagle) Gaiieoon es De Ni io 


iee. Electrical Stations (Section 103 (1) -, Institutions. (Section 10) 
and sitcs of ee Operations and Works of Enginccring Construction 


(Sections 107 <.. 108). 
No» of cascs | 


rh 


Number of cases in Leege 


defects were Pound. in which 
; “Rote srrcd. prosecutions 
Particulars. Found.| Remedied.| To H.M. By te il. 
Inspector.| Inspector. pa uve 


} Sanitary Convenicnces 


WEre a 
i 
H 
| 


Unsuitable or 
Defective 
(iv) SHOPS AND OFFICES. 13 inspections relating to the provisions 
of the Shop Act, 1934, were madé. From these inspections, which pay regard 
to cleanliness and to the provision of suitable and sufficient heating, 
ventilation and sanitary accommoda*ion, no action was required in any case. 


(v) CAMPING SITES. One application for a licence to occupy a site 
was made in 1948. There are three sites in use in the area, the number of 
persons concerned being approximately 25. Twenty~scven visits were made to 
these sites. 


(vi) SMOKE ABATEMENT. No action necessary. 
(vil) SWIMMING BATHS AND POOLS. Wil. 
(viii) ERADICATION OF BED BUGS. Nil. 


) (ix) RATS AND MICE. The services of the Council's Rat Catcher has 
@been retained. This Officer, under the supervision of the Sanitary Inspector, 
makes a systematic inspection of all premises (excluding farm premises 


within the District. 


Of the 4,500 premises visited, 98 were infested, all of which 
received treatment. 4.70 rats were destroyed, the estimated Kil Popesne 


15300. 
l.. SCHOOLS. Sixteen visits were paid to schools. 
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(2) 


(3) 


(4) 


SECTION D. 
HAO Ub AN a 


(a) Total number of dwellinghouses inspected for 
housing defects (under Public Health or 
Housing Acts) 


(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose 


(a) Number of dwellinghouses (included under 
sub-head (1) above) which were inspected 
and recorded under the Housing Consolidated 
Regulations 1925. 


(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose 


Number of dwellinghouscs found to be in a state 
so dangerous or injurious to health as to he 
unfit for human habitation. 


Number of dwellinghouses (exclusive of those 
referred to under the preceding sub-head) 
found not to be in all respects reasonably fit 
for human habitation. 


2.e Remedy of defects during the year without service of 


formal notice. 


Number of defective dwellinghouses rendered fit 
in consequence of informal action by the Local 
futhority or their Officers. 


5. Action under Statutory Powers during the ene 


(b) 
(1) 


(2) 


(c) 
(1) 


(2) 


(a) 
(1) 


(2) 


Proceedings under Section 9, 10 and 16 of 
the Housing Act, 1936. 


Number of dwellinghouscs in respect of which 
notices were served requiring repairs 


Number of dwellinghouses which were rendered fit 
after service of formal notice:- 


(a) By Owners 
(b) By Local Authority in default of Owners 
Proceedings under Public Health Acts. 


Number of dwellinghouses in respect of which 
notices were served requiring defects to be remedied 


Number of dwellinghouses in which defects were 
remedica after. service of formal notices:-— 


a) By Owners 
b) By Local Authority in default of Owners 


Procecdings under Section 11 and 13 of the 
Housing fct, 19366 


Number of dwellinghouses in respect of which 


$2) Demolition Orders wore made 
b) Undertakings accepted not to relet for 

human habitation. 
(c) Undertaking cancelled upon completion of work. 
Number of dwellinghouses demolished in pursuance 
of Demolition Orders. 


Proceedings under Section 12 of the Housing Act,1930. 
Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which Closing 


Orders were made, 
Number of dwelit-ug-houscs ciosed in persuence of 
Slosiny Oruers, 


GN] 
=} 
(nN 


570 
Nil 


270 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 
Nil 


Nil 


Nil 
Nil 
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4. Housing Act, 1936 - Part IV - Overcrowding. 


(a) (i) Number of dwellings overcrowded at the end Nil 
of the year : 
(ii) Number of families dwelling therein Nil 
(iii) Number of persons dwelling therein. Nil 
(b) Number of new cases of overcrowding reported during Nil 
the year. 
(c) (i) Number of cases of overcrowding relieved during 14, 
the year. 
(ii) Number of persons concerned in such cases. 88 
(d) Particulars of any cases in which dwellinghouses 
have again become overcrowded after the Local Nil 
Authority having taken steps for the abatement of 
overcrowding. 


Housing is still the greatest problem of the Local Authority. 
The Table on page 14 indicates the extent of the progress which the 


Ministry of Health have aliowed the Council to make, and also allows 


comparison to be made with the achievements of my other four District 
Councils. | 


INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD. 


(a) MILK SUPPLY. The number of Registered Cowkeepers and Retail 
Purveyors of milk is 115. Fifty visits were paid to cowsheds and 
dairies. 


(b) MBAT AND OTHER FOODS. The St. Edmundsbury Co-operative Bacon Factory 
at Elmswell is the only iicensed slaughter house in use. During the 
year 40,400 pigs were killed and 245 visits of inspection made. The 
condemmations were as follows:- 


Number condemned. Approximate Weight. 


Carcases 8. T2060) tude 
Heads eg On. 24.5000 Lbs. 
Plucks BeOS We coerlo Ss. 
Intestines 806 = 

Kidneys 2,676 669 lbs. 


45,169 lbs. 


Tuberculosis 54, Pleurisy 2 
Pyaemia 2 Septicaemia Yi 
Fevered 6 Jaundiced 2 
Moribund 9 
The following were also condemned at shops within the District:- 
Sausage Meat, 10 lbs. Beans, 1 cane 

Fresh Meat (Beef), 64 lbs. Tinned Meat, 59 cans. 
Marmalade, 4 cans. gam, 10 cans. 

Milk, 16 cans. Fish, 42 cans. 

Grape Fruit Juice, 10 cans. Fruit, 26 cans. 


(c) ADULTERATION, ETC. 
No change. 
(da) CHEMICAL & BACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINATION. 


(e) NUTRITION. The Ministry of Food carried out many investigations to 
determine the adequacy, or otherwise, of the food eaten (the Ministry 
of Food was quite satisfied that the diet to which the people were 
entitled was more than adequate for a normal diet), including that 
carried out in our District in January and February 1948, on which 
comment was made in my previous Annual Report. That report included 
the Ministry's finding "that provided they are sufficiently active 
physically and nentally to obtain their supplies and prepare and 
cook them or have assistance in doing so, the dict they actually eat 
is also in fact adequate." 
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Ministries have repeatedly assurcd the country that never before 
have the poorer classes becn ‘so well fed, that we are producing the 
Pinest set of babies and young children ever seen in this country, 
because, not only are they receiving a more adequate dict, but their 
diet is better balanced and better qualititively than ever before. 

Lt must not be thought, however, that their vicews,;on this adequacy of 
food and excellency of the physical results obtained, have produced 
complacency. How strenuous the Government's efforts continue vo be is 
indicated by the fact that we are scraping the bottom of the barrel of 
the world's food supply and having recourse to tempting the palate with 
such things as whalemeat, snoek, barracouta, New Zealand goat meat, 
whilst even beaver meat has been tricd out on the unsuspecting public. 

Dr. Summerskill, Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Food, 
is quoted as saying 


‘These new feeding habits which we are establishing are 
showing themselves in the decrensed morbidity rate, the 
decreased mortality rate, the decrensed maternal mortality 
rate and the decreased infantile mortality rate, which is 
the lowest on record." 


Whatcver effects are deemed to have occurred in the country as a 
whole, it will be found impossible to persuade the retailers of foodstuffs 
in Thedwastrs that the population of our District has benefitted from 
such ardent achievements in diet mutation,and,indeed, there is little in 
Thedwastre's table of statistics (on the following page) to support such 
a view. 

It will be observed, from the table, that, although the Death Rate 
for 1948 of 12.0 per thousand population is a satisfactory one, lower 
Death Rates have been recorded in 1946, 1941 and 1928, as also were 
lower Death Rates in 1935, 1934, 1930, 1929, 1921 and 21920 (records 
being available only to 1919) - the 15.2 Death Rate for the previous yeor, 
1947, was only larger in 1945 and 1933 in the past thirty years. 

The record of the Thedwastre District in Maternal Deaths since 
1936 is indeed excellent - whilst 1,825 Live and Still births have 
occurred in the period, only two maternal deaths have occurred, which 
suggests that these excellent results are not consequent on any recent 
food policy. If further explanation of the low risk incurred in 
childbirth in the District, other than the greatest credit to those 
engaged in ante-natal, natal and post-natalcare, is required there can be 
advanced inter alia education, cspécially diet and cookery instruction 
and possibly the advent of the short skirt, which, in past years, 
focussed the attention of the mothers of the present mothers on the need 
to maintain correct skeletons in their daughters - this besides 
satisfying an aesthetic sense has facilitated delivery. 

In passing it may be wondered how great are the beneficial results 
to the public health effected by the policy of "Utility" clothing - a 
subject on which claims have been most modest or almost non-existent. 

Thedwastre had during 1948 a new low record Infantile Mortality 
Rate, only 18.6 children under one year of age diad per 1,000 live 
children born - the Country also had the lowest rate on record, it being 
34 per thousand. When one considers that a greater percentage of 
firstborns is now occurring and that the birth dangers to firstborns are 
greater than to subsequent children it is natural to seek explanation 
of the lowering of the infant death rate, Despite the Government's 
solicitude for infants, as exemplified by milk and vitamin provision, 
changes in diet cannot be the whole explanation, for milk and vitamins 
have been supplied for some years ~ neither on the other hand is it to 
be explained by the fact that in war, sieges or famine, breast feeding 
increases and infantile mortality falls. A study of the Thedwastre 
figures from 1936 to 1948 show that of the 74 infant deaths occurring 
whilst there were 1,763 live births (an Infantile Mortality Rate of 42 


per thousand) the causes of death were:- 
Per Thousand. 


48 Congenital Malformations,Birth Injuries, Infantile 27 
Diseases and Prematurity 
15 Pneumonia, Measles, Whooping Cough, Influenza 9 
6 Diarrhoea or other digestive diseases and 
Non-Pulmonary Tuberculosis iS 


1 Accidental Death. 
4 All other Causes. 


Sat Fy ew 


, seth ae ey 
Vert it Wwe ates oA metry. vii See” ST a 
. PiSUNOOSE ORD OF. Sri oa: Lfow OB! Bvod 


(Vitae SHE ete Sovp Roe nae pate ee a + wpe 
Bloat SUG eto. Shrspegr Ot A ei ee eee Yer cy O14” 
iotod towered ePovte Fee foun 8 Pret ares Oe gee 
Bite f enwely ‘thom iy The. LG vowed etduvog 

ie ON ati togwte ad Coes onan ut ‘to Ysoe 

SUNS NOo alto rte e's TOUS VOW bas Beco’ zane 4 

Se eee bad ef Wikgo tee) Gish, om: Gait: JR e eee 

; SUM OF Seta ses- roe Mees Ph eh Viggue Misra ry 
TRas. Pat ayeray Oat on: wou aii! SODAS ad ehunoiis ig “Soe Say an. rt: 
brits iid sanjacesur ent - iro cio bo fad eee wid te ‘of tuvaed 6 
(So yacelol ot oF Yeatoroe8 win emee rend Lk tuertom 

| ' % i eh HALES & 

. TlLOnd Sa LOpae Wor 

[ YS IIICION Searoioet und Ab ser iaenee ape 

: aa: De IIDSD Of ze Pax we: re Te Dont Susnetas: ie 
oitestom oftipetel boetense ade~ Sn en 
Ny baboee io Faorod a) 


. > ener’ ore L990 wed oO Sart OE Oreo me ‘gut te “0 Fis 
) eee by ? ir hs Og LS Loewe miwos gat e & 
1 Ba uso “to no tito Ly Oe SL Tz uit 7 
Cee 1, oto mo liagum Felh fl awe ote VO Laelia . 
Le EVO LLOL OS MO, Goliad ode 2 oldak a bagi 
ont .Shiee sc mnt! if eyToade od “aE wd A 
| ae: tohuadeneg Binngt qeq See 
vm xf ,ONCL sat Sebwegee £ Hed SVR a 
gS. ~Geel- ui ne (aE te hod kbs 
bey i Even EY tye orl oe Sel vdd -« (2fef of wine ae 
Sa et 9 vig OS Qi SEOL ort SORT woe es 

ratte toil sk dokureid eataneben? enous 
Bi: Lowe ty vil GSE 02 fa LEH - tte llaoke nee 
Ka" oo oved aatiws Lonteteu oa aie Soliton otk 
Ny Swati Seis y atk Ls ried o eOELS oxo eont 
e 2g J ~ “to mo btanty foeme * ears, 7s a 
[oO } mts act itart ‘urls  «¢ bs ad 940 pat tt 

FGOy? wo tnt ad te8oq Dam iid ots Ladera 
Ltcptots toib 4ile tooces notheoohe phen ues 
vi Si ,oldw iriole dvode oe ieee ont | 
a ote, ott Ke item orth to robtaut tees 
oul ot Ona toottod, 


ft 

+ 
_ lies 
~> 
a 3 

¢) 


+ as be e.bs 
. Uriuvitap Deteapitbont eat enres veto aa 
bt Liset is torttotok of Hh ge On Fa en haan od YsaFe 4 gat 


G.~ nrtigolo “et hls en A? BP Obe ot yg otsead te: att 
Mise falxe- 1623 Santaia « 4 cohGw Fem reed évan antale a 
witat«om elitneatal Sioses wok wor. 2 Gee Bitesies at 
rei OOD p DBL mG ee Ror hat: aro TOD Ey xe sel 
waited £ .hDicoet ao sian. Peewi leh) Bae eee vast ont 
| ogeviouneg tedden: 6 dei SHS DENS | bape | 
Bio wMTOdT elt OF Seti ees ae Noy ee. 
nottechtaxy %6eq, od Daeg ee ot HorhlEne. 
ia bert { ie os ‘ Part igeoG. ” ov Saty brake an 
AO LEVOTR 9. Cay aie at hin Ne Gottt aes 
en ise by Stra ACL SORs ott ore Lome bForih 
Of 2 BE Diol tomo oct ie wie tem ee OE 
atta Hie, ak decoud eotiton ys) 26. i ong 
OITSRWPeN? off To Vote jar pe 
garters sevaticoh Irieter a! 
fa te, Aw Ye bist cold "tata 


oper ‘oe ae 


ey rc 3 vhs es bun 


{ 
LIN | TEN! TN| TEN | TH 
: | | oS ae 
[EEN (CEN | TEN | TEN | T | TEN] TEN) THN, 
\ i \ = 
T tN! TIN | THN | TIN, 


TEN LEM | THN 


> 


rj 
oe 
FA 
NY 
° 
LY 
ri 


TEN TN | LEN 
sarin cones 


THI LIN | Tt 


TEN; THN 
{ 


TEN TIN | TEN TiN] 1 
TE! teat | Trt 
@ | UEN| TFA] 


TEN) TEN | TEN | 


teal 


TeN| TEN | TEN 


TEN| TEN | TH £ G*ST| *9E6T 

(aml >| wel vol uo SloosB| 6 | ¥ : *TVLOL “SHLUIG]  “SHLNIG|  ‘SHLVEC|*NOILVINdOd| *uVaA 
Peeseoeeees | fe |b So Oey Rae Q ee PO eUle aicy TIILS; TWNYSLVN OOOT 

1] ot! C E ‘sosBostq : : ATT Wid 
Or ceed) pais Spas hiss peels ee aid UVAA HNO) GNV AIT Jo YHaWAN 
acti o| af | a fe Bp| cogiteieeoa et 5 |. SLiIpesur qHqNN SHLVAC| dO SsanAN aLVa 
BI EiER|Se] 8] §]| 8) * | Brectmrar mara BLVEC 
peo, OO | © 0a ro ° | oa 0 | “SUOTL BUULOF TSN 
| eS | fo a ° leSeseostd SsnoOTt}oojUL Te4. TusBu0D 

@ ous is oe ees 39 Se > 
e | = | a “dVHA ENO GHANN SHLVEC HO UAaWAN 
Peete | = | 


a an 


7 $4] Le 


: 
eae Hi : “avr OOOT} 


a ti ; 


— 


ope eget. 


x y " 2 7 
DT A LE A a ae aN a asta at cee rnsieay agape ii 


—~ ~ ll az $F — : om 5 ~~ ' 7 oe igh P< he 
tal => = 2 - ; ‘ = > 
Liz ee ae Am ee takes 1 A phe os a , ; en i: c 
a ai ne ? . . i "5 . . 
side : 


. 
A A CTL ast ea i eel Nas i eae nisin. tial 
: o “ a = . sty 1 a 
. p . r : : “i 
ne ’ S73 J ‘> de® cut ‘ as . Sis a 
; 4 7 : +2 on ~~ a dat FS 
a : 


— ee Ee — 


It will bé noted that if all the infant deaths at all attributable 
to feeding causes could have been avoided that the Infantile Mortality 
Rate would only have fallen by 3 from 42 to 39 - so the greatest possible 
improvement consequent on dict could only produce one third the 
improvement that the elimination of infectious discases could produce and 
only one=ninth of that which the elimination of Congenital Malformations, 
Birth Injuries, Infantile Diseases and Prematurity could effect. I+ is 
suggested, thererore, that in the Country a far greater improvement in 
vuhe Infantile Mortality Rate than that brought about by dict has occurred 
by the discovery of Penicillin and the Sulphonamide Drugs which have 
lessened the fatal consequences of Pneumonia and the Infectious Discascs 
and by the physical benefits to mothers which have been occurring steadily 
for many years plus possibly the fact that fewer unwanted children are 
conccived, which later reasons have reduced Congenital Malformations, 
Birth Injuries, Infantile Diseases and Prematurity. 


(f) SHELL-PISH. 


(g) WATER-CRESS. No change. 
LOTION te 
PREVALENCE OF & CONTROM OVER INeUCTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES. 


The following table shows the number of Infectious Diseases among 
the civilian oorulation during the year. These are the final numbcrs 
after corrections subsequently mads cither by the Notifying Medical 
Practitioner or by the Medical Superintendent of the Infectious Disease 
Hospitals. 


ALL NOTIFIABLE DISEASES (other than Tuberculosis) DURTNG 1948. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 
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NEW CASES AND MORTALITY DURING 1948, 
During 1943 there were 12 new cases as follows:- 


Deteesy cue anveurd « 
Aas CAGE Obs 45 ycoarse 


> ud yearse 


10 Pulmonary: 5 Males. ive 
5 BPemales. 25, 
6 


2 Non=Pulmonary: 2 Females. 


There were 3 dceaths:= 


2 Pulmonary: 1 Male. 2k. ycarSe 
1 Female. 25 yearse 


1 Non-Pulmonary: 1 Male. hO yearse 
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